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December 2025

Dear Friends,
Merry Christmas! I hope this finds you well and enjoying this glorious season.

Thank you for your support of Christ Crucified over the past year. As you will see from our enclosed
newsletter, God has abundantly blessed our partnership in 2025. The Catechism of the Catholic Church
reminds us that God created us “to know, to love, and to serve [Him]” (CCC 1721), and it is a privilege
to be able to live that out through our mission of making Christ known and loved. Your support and
partnership make it possible, and we are deeply grateful.

Timing is everything, as they say. In January, we began volunteering at the Nebraska State Penitentiary
(NSP) with the weekly Catholic Bible study and spiritual mentoring sessions. In April, the full-time priest-
chaplain departed without replacement, leaving us to assume leadership when our lack of availability
would likely have necessitated the activity’s cancellation. Our ongoing presence is a sign to the men that
they are not abandoned — a sentiment uniformly felt in having been spurned by close friends and family
members during incarceration. Thirty-three men attended yesterday’s session of the 24-part series, The
Bible Timeline — a high since the group started in June of 2024. The men are hungry for the Word of God.

It’s been a tremendous privilege to walk with these men on their journeys toward restoration through
Christ. They cherish opportunities to gather around Sacred Scripture. Their hearts have been touched by
the Lord and they are eager to know, love, and serve Him more faithfully. More than one has said our
Wednesday group and the Friday catechesis meetings are the highlights of their week. Several participants
have been released from prison throughout the year and returned to their families and communities,
committed to living more closely united to Christ.

Kemember Wose in prison as if yow vere bound vilk Uem. * ~ Heb 3:13

We have great things planned for 2026, including Scripture studies and programs at NSP to follow our
current undertaking of The Bible Timeline; additional special events along with return visits by local
Shroud of Turin expert Jim Bertrand and Scott Watts of Guadalupe Missions; continued efforts to help
build the diocesan apostolate to incarcerated persons (“PARA”) through our collaboration with Catholic
Social Services; helping Christ bring healing and liberation to his people through Unbound, and more.

One of our more ambitious goals for 2026 involves researching the feasibility of manufacturing our
Realistic Crucifixes™ and other new products domestically through a prison employment program
(...they are currently manufactured overseas, as are all affordable religious statues). While the prospect
of the crucifixes achieving “full-cycle evangelization” is appealing in itself, this endeavor would be part
of an unprecedented, multi-organization nonprofit/for-profit partnership providing incarcerated persons
with comprehensive pre-release and post-release support, training, mentorship, faith formation, and
employment. A generous benefactor recently donated a 3-D printer, and testing will begin soon.
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Will you financially partner with us to make Christ known and loved in 2026?

Your prayers, encouragement, and material support have been profound blessings over the past year, and
we look forward to what God has in store for 2026. Though we strive to cover a significant percentage of
our expenses with revenue from product sales, following St Paul’s example of “work/[ing] so that we
might not burden anyone while we proclaim...the gospel” (1 Thes 2:9-10), your partnership nonetheless
remains critical for us to continue our charitable works.

2026 Revenue Goal Our year-end fundraising goal is $51,222 or 49.4% of our projected
$103,652 budget.

$120,000
$100,000 - Your support is instrumental to us continuing the work started in
$80,000 $51,222 2025. Many of the “old-timers” at the penitentiary (sadly, some
(49.4%) younger than me) have said the culture there is better than it’s ever
~6008 been, and they attribute that to Bible studies, programs, and events
$40,000 like those we’ve been leading and arranging for the past year. God
$20,000 i!;; g'g;()) is at work at the penitentiary. Please join us this Advent and
50 . Christmas season in continuing to bring his message of love and
EDo G ot redemption to an environment with precious few beacons of hope.

In the words of Christ himself, “As often as you did it to the least
of one of these, you did it to me” (Mt 25:40).

Sales & Miscellaneous

Please consider a recurring monthly donation. These reduce fundraising time and expenses and aid
planning, enabling us to utilize more of your contribution for the charitable work of the apostolate.

Donations can be made:
+  at www.Christ-Crucified.org/donate
t  through Venmo @Christ Crucified

+ through Zelle to seth@christ-crucitfied.org
On behalf of my fellow directors, Bryan Dahlberg and Thomas Lally, thank you in advance for your
generosity. Please keep us and those we serve in your prayers, and may God richly bless you with the joy,

peace, and hope of the Christmas season.

Sincerely Yours in Christ,

Seth Odgaard /

~ Prov 11:25
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In January we began attending i
the weekly Catholic Bible study ﬁ
and faith formation group at the j‘ I
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Nebraska State Penitentiary (NSP).

In May we began leading it. (The religious services center. Photo courtesy NSP.)

“A,, OW"‘ 4l This is the only ongoing Catholic Bible study at NSP in recent history. We’ve taken deep

Aid 2 10 dives into Scripture on serious themes such as God’s love for us (...and our response),

7 forgiveness, prayer, and suffering ~ particularly germane to these men. It’s been moving to
e least 0{ ont see and hear them grapple with these difficult subjects in the light of the God’s Word.

"& W} Y o 1 In October we finished Fr. John Riccaro’s The Rescue Project, and in November began The |
AAd i 1e me.” | Bible Timeline series by Jeff Cavins, with an average of 28 men attending! We partnered
with Catholic Social Services (CSS) to provide study guides and copies of the Catechism of i
the Catholic Church to the 21 men committed to attending the twenty-four sessions.

~ Mt 25:40

Scott Watts presents on Our Lady of Guadalupe. Photo courtesy NSP.

“Remender those in prison as i you were bownd with Mem.” ~ Heb 3:13

Opposite top — Jim Bertrand;

Guest speakers and presentations alleviate the monotony of Opposite bottom — Rebekah Allick;
; ) . . ; . Below - Bishop Conley
prison life and inject grace into an otherwise bleak environment. At ibRes Lo Conuntmion:
We teamed up with Catholic Social Services to host the Photos courtesy NSP.

following speakers in 2025:

1 T Local Shroud of Turin expert Jim Bertrand - April 15
1 Husker volleyball standout Rebekah Allick - June 15
T Scott Watts from Guadalupe Missions - September 15
i,

Bishop James D. Conley of Lincoln celebrated Mass
on the Jubilee for Prisoners — December 14




In December of 2024 Seth and Bryan were invited to join the Diocese of Lincoln’s Prison and Reentry Apostolate
| (PARA) advisory committee, directed by Levi Baus of Catholic Social Services (CSS), meeting monthly to assist
Levi in building the diocesan apostolate to incarcerated persons. There has never been a robust, coordinated
apostolate for this Work of Mercy in our diocese. We extend our recognition and gratitude to Levi and CSS for their
momentous efforts, and to His Excellency, Bishop James D. Conley, for his leadership and ongoing support.

“Wher | am Lfted wp prom Hhe eartd,
[ will draw all e 1o mugael].”

~Jn 12:32

The Realistic Crucifix™ remains one-of-a-kind, and we continue
to hear how it has blessed people We’ve donated and sold nearly 900

forty states. Sales have remamed steady despite precipitous tariff hikes forcing us
to increase prices while absorbing some of the tax, adversely affecting net revenue.

Nonetheless, we are grateful to continue offering the most realistic depiction
of Christ’s crucifixion available. We have additional devotional items and
products planned for 2026 and are working toward the ambitious goal of
manufacturing the crucifixes through a prison employment program as part of
a comprehensive, multi-organization reentry initiative.

“He bas 11t me T bind wp We brokurnbearted,
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~1Is6l:1

Christ and is now qualified to begin serving as a prayer intercessor. Unbound is a powerful, prayerful process for
anyone interested in deepening his or her faith and being liberated from the wounds, sins, and lies inhibiting the
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bnoon and, loved, in 2026/

\www.Christ—-CruciFiccl.org/clonatc

Christ Crucified directors Seth Odgaard, Thomas
Lally, and Bryan Dahlberg — hard at work!




